Google Earth Typhoon Assignment

Setting Specifications

Keep all of your work in a folder under My Places.  Be sure to save your work and back it up occasionally on a thumbdrive.  Work carefully and don’t try to do this all at once.

Folder

Annotate your folder such as:  “This folder contains the tracking positions of Super Typhoon [name] which struck Guam on [date].  Compiled by [your name].”

Placemarks

Label your placemarks with the time.  All times are in Universal Time (UT).  Midnight will be labeled with the date (month, day) followed by 0600 UT, 1200 UT, and 1800 UT placemarks.  The first placemark label should include Month, Date, and Year of the typhoon.

Placemarks will be set by latitude and longitude data in decimal format.  Set the view to Center in View and Range at 600000m. 

Placemark label scale set at 0.8 and icon scale set to 0.5.

Use “balloon pin” icons.

Green/plain – Tropical Depression

Sky Blue/plain – Tropical Storm

Yellow w. black circle – Typhoon

Red w. black star – Super Typhoon

Note: You will have to set these for the first placemark during each work session; after that, each subsequent placemark should be follow those settings.

Annotate each placemark with the typhoon category (Tropical Depression, Tropical Storm, Typhoon, or Super Typhoon) and wind speed.

Example:  
Typhoon



Winds: 85mph
*Additionally, annotate the three closest placemarks to Guam with the distance of the placemark to Hagatna in miles.  Use the ruler tool for measures.

**Additionally, add star placemarks to Hagatna, Rota, and Saipan.  Annotate these with closest point of approach measurements in miles.  Use the ruler tool to measure the most direct distance to the storm’s track (Note: you will want to do this after you add the Paths).

Example:
CPA to Saipan: 112 miles
***Additionally, give credit to the data source in the annotation of your first or last 

      placemark.

Paths

Connect your placemarks with paths that show the typhoon’s strength.  You will need to start a new path each time you want to change the color of the path (or the storm category changes).  Set the path’s width to 2.5.  

You should click on each placemark as you draw the path.  You will probably have a total of only 3-5 paths.  Don’t draw a new path for each screen view!  As you draw the path you can move the screen view with the arrow keys on your keyboard or use the controls at the top right.  

After the path is drawn you may want to zoom in and edit its placement to be more exact.  If you have trouble or make a mistake, you may want to delete the path and start over.  

Remember to measure and annotate the CPA of Hagatna, Rota, and Saipan with the most direct distance to you path.

Path colors

Green – Tropical Depression

Sky Blue – Tropical Storm

Yellow  – Typhoon

Red  – Super Typhoon

Image:

Add an image using the image overlay tool.  The size and positioning of the image can be edited similar to the way you would in a word document.  Try not to obscure your placemark and path work.  The image transparency can be edited.  Annotate your image and give credit to where you got it.

Remember to save and back up your work!!







